
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR SAFETY AS A REALTOR 
CHOOSING THE RIGHT SELF DEFENSE TOOL  

2 Hour CE Course 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Copyright© 2020 



Florida Realtors® Your Safety as a Realtor  Copyright© 2020 

2 
 

  



Florida Realtors® Your Safety as a Realtor  Copyright© 2020 

3 
 

Timeline: 

 

HOUR ONE: 

15 Minutes:  Intro – Your Personal Safety Plan 

  Nonlethal vs. Lethal Weapons 

  Gun Owner’s Responsibilities 

   

 

35 Minutes: Nomenclature 

Practical Exercise: Proper Grip 

Firearm Safety 

   

HOUR TWO: 

25 Minutes: Reasons to Carry / Not Carry 

How / When / Where Can I carry 

   

 

25 Minutes: Active Shooter Survival 

 

Total Time:  100 Minutes  
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Objectives: 
 
At this end of this course, the participants will: 
 

• Be able to develop a personal safety plan 
 

• Know the difference between nonlethal vs lethal weapons 
 

• Understand the reasons why REALTORS® choose to carry a concealed 
weapon 
 

• Know the nomenclature of both pistol types anatomy of different types of pistols 
(revolver / semi-automatic) 
 

• Know the fundamentals of a proper grip technique of a firearm 
 

• Understand the universal Gun Owner’s Responsibilities & The Law 
 

• Learn the legal aspects of gun ownership to include CWL and transporting in 
vehicles in the State of Florida 

 

• Know what the law says about carrying a Firearm during showings/open 
houses 

 

• Have a better understanding of how to survive an active shooter incident  
 

•  Recognize an Active Shooter Incident  
 

• What to do to prepare for an Active Shooter Incident 
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INTRODUCTION 

The mere nature of the real estate business puts agents at risk on a daily basis making 

Real Estate Professionals a prime target for criminals. You can be called by anyone, 

at any time and requested to meet in person, generally alone and in an empty property.  

Thanks to social media, criminals can quickly find out a great deal about you in 

advance.  Do you look wealthy or wear a lot of jewelry?  Even modestly successful 

agents are usually well-dressed and drive a newer model car, making them the 

ultimate “soft target” (or easy opportunity).   

 

 

YOUR PERSONAL SAFETY PROGRAM 

It may be time for you to develop your own Personal Safety Program and that starts 

with deciding on which self-defense tool you should choose.  Would you be able to 

handle a firearm, or are you more comfortable with something nonlethal like pepper 

spray?  

A June 2017 article in Realtor Magazine (written by John Graden), looked at this 

subject in detail and specified guidelines to help you decide what kind of weapon you 

would be most comfortable using in a dangerous situation 

(https://magazine.realtor/well-being/safety/article/2017/06/which-self-defense-tool-

should-you-choose). 

According to John Graden, “Many real estate professionals choose a self-defense tool 

based on recommendations from friends, family, and colleagues or online research. 

This might sound logical, but it fails to address the most important aspect of the 

decision-making process: emotion. Do you have the stomach to use the weapon your 

peers are recommending in the heat of the moment?  

https://magazine.realtor/well-being/safety/article/2017/06/which-self-defense-tool-should-you-choose
https://magazine.realtor/well-being/safety/article/2017/06/which-self-defense-tool-should-you-choose
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Can you handle using a weapon at all? For those who can’t cope with resorting to 

violence, it might be better to have an escape plan to get away from danger without 

the need for a weapon”. 

According to Mr. Graden, you need to decide if a weapon is a good match for you or 

not.  In making that decision, you have two choices:  lethal and nonlethal (or less 

lethal) weapons.  Here is the overview provided by Mr. Graden: 

 

Nonlethal Weapons 

A nonlethal or less lethal weapon is designed to help someone escape rather than kill 

or seriously injure an attacker. Keep in mind that some nonlethal weapons are banned 

or require a permit to use in certain states. 

Self-Defense Sprays: Pepper spray and mace, which can shoot out several feet in 

front of you, have the advantage of being effective from a distance. It may offer comfort 

to know that it can thwart an attacker before he or she gets too close to you. But that 

can also be a false sense of security.  

After all, personal attacks often happen at arm’s length. Accuracy is also an issue with 

sprays. Police officers get sprayed in the face during training, so they can learn to 

function in case they end up spraying themselves or get the residue in their eyes 

during a struggle. The fact that they can learn to resist the pain of the spray means 

some attackers can, too. Few things will scare you more than spraying an attacker 

who ignores the pain and keeps on coming. But one thing to remember is that 

sprays/pepper sprays all have a shelf life and will not be as effected if it expires. 

Stun Gun or Taser: These tools deliver a powerful electrical shock to the attacker. 

While a Taser can be fired from a distance, a stun gun requires a closer range to be 

effective. Both require a positive and negative connection to the target, so if just one 

side hits and the other misses, you’re the one that’s going to get an emotional shock 

when the bad guy keeps charging at you.  



Florida Realtors® Your Safety as a Realtor  Copyright© 2020 

7 
 

Like the sprays, there is a process required to use either of these devices. You must 

pull it out, aim, and keep it out of the hands of your attacker. Any failure and you’re in 

for the fight of your life.  One thing not to be forgotten is that taser/stun gun run off of 

some type of electricity so these devices need to be check for the proper charge. 

Safety Apps: Smartphone apps that allow you to discreetly notify authorities or 

predesignated contacts when you’re in danger may provide a sense of security, but 

they will not save you. The average police response time to an emergency is 11 

minutes, according to reports; most assaults are over in seconds. If you’re 

uncomfortable using a weapon and you’d rather call for help, your best bet is to go 

somewhere and call 911, describing to authorities your situation and location without 

interference. That works better than relying on an app. 

Lethal Weapons: Obviously, a lethal weapon is one that can produce great bodily 

harm or death. The first weapon that comes to mind is a gun, but there are others 

that provide the means to kill. And while there are many varying state and federal 

laws governing gun use, anyone can carry, say, a kitchen knife without a permit. 

Concealed Firearms: One thing to remember about using a gun is that there is a 

huge difference between firing at target paper and firing at people. Beyond the 

mechanics of retrieving a gun and using it properly without losing it to your attacker, 

the very idea of shooting another human being is not something many people are 

comfortable with. Understand that if you are not 100 percent prepared to shoot 

someone, you have no business using or owning a gun. 

Knives and Stabbing Devices: If you’ve ever cut into a chicken or turkey and hit the 

bone, then you have an idea of how visceral it can be to stab a person. It is the up-

close and personal, bloody penetrating use of a blade or puncturing weapon that 

makes them particularly distasteful to some people.  
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Remember, the best self-defense tools meet three criteria – they need to be: 

1. Easy to access. You need to be able to grab the weapon as quickly as 

possible, so don’t keep it at the bottom of a purse or bag. 

2. Easy to conceal. It works best when the bad guy is not even aware you have 

a weapon on you. If you have a pistol or hunting knife strapped to your side 

and in plain view, that may work as a deterrent but will probably not be practical. 

3. Easy to retain. Particularly if you introduce a lethal weapon like a gun or knife 

into the situation, you must be able to hold onto it or it may be used against 

you. That’s one advantage nonlethal weapons have: If they are used against 

you, they probably won’t kill you. 

Your smartest choice for a self-defense tool is one that matches your emotional 

limitations in a high-stress situation. There is little room for error. During an attack, 

your stress level is so high that any hesitation employing a weapon greatly increases 

the chance it will fail to protect you.  

The simpler the weapon, the more chance you have to use it correctly and escape. 

The more steps required to use the weapon, the higher the chance of failure. Of all 

the weapon alternatives discussed above, the one that involves the most intense 

debates is about concealed firearms. 

According to Sara Wiskerchen, NAR’s Managing Director of Media Communications:  
 
 “The National Association of Realtors® doesn’t have a position on the legal use of 

firearms or any other personal safety device used by agents. However, NAR 

recommends that before agents arm themselves with any self-defense weapon, 

including firearms, sprays or Tasers, that they know their local and state laws and 

brokerage’s policies to ensure they are conforming to all applicable rules and 

regulations. Also, homeowners always have the right to prohibit agents from carrying 

guns onto their property.” 

[Source: https://theclose.com/realtor-safety/] 

https://theclose.com/realtor-safety/
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It is interesting to note that in a recent study conducted by NAR, an amazing 55%+ of 

REALTORS said their associations should provide safety training for guns or other 

weapons as a member benefit. 

Since concealed firearms seem to be the one weapon that involves the most debates, 

and also seems to be the topic many members are asking for education on, we will 

look at the varied details of the responsibility of carrying a concealed weapon. 

What does “carrying” concealed mean?  Concealed carry or carrying a concealed 

weapon (CCW), is the practice of carrying a weapon (such as a handgun) in public in 

a concealed manner, either on one's person or in close proximity.  

Not all weapons that fall under CCW laws are lethal. For example, in Florida, carrying 

pepper spray in more than a specified volume (2 oz.) of chemical requires a CCW 

permit, whereas everyone may legally carry a smaller, “self-defense chemical spray” 

device hidden on their person without a CCW permit. 

Choosing to carry a gun might be your right, but it’s not a decision you should ever 

take lightly and without proper training. Carrying a firearm is a huge responsibility.  

You should never carry a gun if you are not prepared to shoot it. While brandishing a 

firearm often is enough to make a predator go away, it can also escalate the situation, 

forcing you to either shoot at someone or be shot. 

 

The National Rifle Association has long ad a policy on what constitutes a gun owner’s 

responsibilities in carrying a firearm.  This statement of responsibility is taught every 

firearms training class that the NRA sponsors. 

 

For your reference the statement from the NRA publication states: 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handgun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CCW_laws
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pepper_spray
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GUN OWNERS RESPONSIBLITLES 

 

Americans enjoy a right that citizens of many other countries do not – the right to own 

firearms.  But with this right come responsibilities.  It is the gun owner’s responsibility 

to store, operate and maintain his or her firearms safely.  It is the gun owner’s 

responsibility to ensure that unauthorized or untrained individuals cannot gain access 

to his or her firearms.  And it is the gun owner’s responsibility to learn and obey all 

applicable laws that pertain to the purchase, possession and use of a firearm in his or 

her locale.  Guns are neither safe nor unsafe by themselves.  When gun owners learn 

and practice responsible gun ownership, guns are safe. 

 

The choice to defend yourself using a firearm or other dangerous weapon is a personal 

choice and is a decision not to be taken lightly.  Shooting a firearm is easy, shooting 

it effectively is not.  Shooting a firearm is NOT like it is portrayed in the movies.  It 

takes practice, training, and then more practice and more training.  If you do decide to 

move forward and purchase a firearm your training goes far beyond what we are 

discussing here today.    

 

FIREARM NOMENCLATURE 

Knowing how to effectively prepare to defend yourself with a firearm starts with 

knowing everything you can about the weapon.  Knowing the differences between the 

different types of guns is as unique as knowing the differences between different cars.  

Just like you have sedans, pickup trucks and SUV’s, you have revolvers, semi-

automatic pistols and rifles.   

 

What is a rifle? A rifle is a portable long-barreled firearm designed for precision 

shooting, to be held with both hands and braced against the shoulder for stability 

during firing.  It has a barrel that has a helical pattern of grooves (“rifling”) cut into the 

bore walls intended to make a bullet spin and thereby have greater accuracy over a 

long distance. 
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As a self-defense tool, most Realtors® would probably not carry a rifle when 

conducting listing appointments, showing property or attending an open house, so 

further explanation of rifle nomenclature would best be served in a shooting range and 

not pertinent for this course. 

 

What is a revolver? A revolver is a handgun that has a revolving cylinder containing 

multiple chambers and at least one barrel for firing.  The revolver allows the user to 

fire multiple rounds without loading after every shot.  Usually it is small gun that is held 

in one hand. 

 

What are the components of a revolver?  They are: 

1) Frame 

a) Grip Panels 

b) Trigger Guard 

c) Rear Sight 

d) Back Strap 

 

2) Barrel 

a) Bore 

b) Rifling (inside barrel) 

c) Muzzle 

d) Front Sight 

e) Caliber 

 

3). Action 

a) Trigger 

b) Hammer 

c) Hammer Spur 

d) Cylinder 

e) Cylinder Release Latch 

f) Ejector 
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g) Ejector Rod 

 

 

What is a semi-automatic pistol? A semi-automatic pistol uses the energy of the 

fired cartridge to cycle the action of the firearm and advance the next available 

cartridge into position for firing.  It is harnesses the energy of one shot to reload the 

chamber for the next shot.  It automatically ejects the cartridge case of a fired shot 

and loads the next cartridge from the magazine, while requiring a squeeze of the 

trigger to fire each individual shot. 

 

What are the components of a pistol? They are: 

1) Frame 

a) Grip Panels 

b) Trigger Guard 

c) Back Strap 

d) Rear Sights 

2) Barrel 

a) Bore 

b) Chamber 

c) Rifling (inside barrel) 

d) Muzzle 

e) Front Sight 

f) Caliber 

3) Action 

a) Trigger 

b) Hammer 

c) Slide 

i) Extracts Cartridge 

ii) Cocks Hammer back 

iii) Reloads top cartridge from magazine into firing chamber 

d) Slide stop 
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e) Safety 

f) Decocking Lever 

g) Takedown Lever 

h) Magazine 

i) Magazine Release 

 

 
PROPER PISTOL GRIP 
 
For both revolvers and semi-automatic handguns, proper grip is essential for both 

accurate shooting, and gun safety.   Proper grip provides the support from recoil the 

firearm needs to prevent weapon malfunction and prevent injuries that may occur from 

moving parts (action) of the gun.   

  

There are two common ways to hold a pistol, the one-handed grip and the two-handed 

grip. The one-handed grip can be difficult, even dangerous when not used correctly. 

There is less stability when holding the gun with only one hand and the recoil of the 

gun when shot can be intense. 

 

 

FIREARM SAFETY 

There are three basic rules to Firearm Safety.   

1. ALWAYS keep the firearm pointed in a safe direction 

2. ALWAYS keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot 

3. ALWAYS keep the gun unloaded until ready to use 

 

How do accidents happen?  There are two basic reasons there are accidental 

discharges of a firearm: 

 

1.Firearm Ignorance (Lack of Knowledge) 

• Ignorance of the rules of safe gun handling 

• Ignorance of the proper and safe way to operate a firearm 
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2.Firearm Carelessness (poor or improper respect) 

• Failure to apply the rules of safe gun handling 

• Failure to practice proper procedures for safely operating a pistol.   

 

Training is the answer.  Shooting is a perishable skill.  If not done repetitively, without 

the nervousness and anxiety of a stressful life-threatening situation, it will be almost 

impossible to be used correctly when needed.  Like MMA Fighters, boxers, or golfers 

(activities that requires extreme coordination and complete body control) shooting a 

gun must be practiced to be done well.  You must practice and know your equipment 

to perform well in any situation. 

 

 
WHEN AND WHERE CAN I CARRY? 
 
In Florida Issues concealed carry licenses to both residents and non-residents.  

“Concealed firearm” is defined in FS.S.790.001(2) as “any firearm, as defined in 

subsection (6) which is carried on or about a person in such a manner as to conceal 

the firearm from the ordinary sight of another person. 

 

The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is authorized to issue licenses 

to carry concealed weapons or concealed firearms to persons who have qualified as 

provided in Florida Statute 790 Subsection 790.06. 

 

A CWL (Concealed Weapons License) is the best protection you can have for any 

weapon you carry.  Obviously, if you carry a firearm, it is an absolute must, even if it 

never leaves the house.  It provides a level of “benefit of the doubt”, because you have 

already gone through so many steps to acquire it.   

 

Currently, a CWL provides protection for carrying handguns, tasers, pocket knives, 

and tear gas cans (pepper spray).  Legally any other weapons including a hand 

grenade or tommy gun (no, machine guns are not protected, and yes, they are still 

illegal to own) are not covered. 
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So, now we know what you can carry, where is it legal to carry?  First, let’s look at 

where you are NOT allowed to carry, even if you have a CWL:   

 

1. Any place of nuisance as defined in S. S. 823.05 (house of prostitution, crack 

house, place of illegal gambling) 

 

2. Any police station or facility (Sheriff, FHP, Local PD, etc.) 

 
3. Any jail, prison or detention facility 

 
4. Any courthouse, unless you’re a judge 

 
5. Any courtroom unless permitted by the presiding judge 

 
6. Any polling place 

 
7. Any government meeting involving the governing body of a school board 

county commission, city commission, or special district 

 
8. Any meeting of the Legislature, or any of its committees 

 
9. Any athletic event of a school, or college, and also for any professional athletic 

event of any type (Yes, pro skateboard and rodeo are forbidden).  An exception 

to this rule is if the professional event is related to the shooting of firearms 

 
10. At any elementary or secondary school or facility, or administration building.  

The definition of a “facility” normally relates to buildings, and structures – thus, 

an entrance road or parking lot should not normally fall within this definition.  

However, there are no court cases that have challenged this interpretation, so 

if you are in the carpool lane….keep it encased in the car. 
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(F.S. 790.115 has a blanket prohibition on the “possession” of any firearm or weapon 

on the “property” of a school, school bus, or school bus stop and further prohibits the 

display of a weapon on such areas as well as within 1000 feet of a school, however it 

then exempts CWL holders and makes it a 2nd degree misdemeanor under the CWL 

statute)….it gets very confusing and there has not been a test case in the Florida 

Supreme Court to make case law as of yet, so don’t get one named after you.  Right 

now, it’s best not to have your firearm in the carpool lane at little Timmy’s school) 

 

11. Any career center, like a technical or vocational school. 

 

12. In any portion of a restaurant, bar, nightclub, or any other establishment 

licensed to serve alcohol for consumption on the premises (not a liquor store) 

in the portion of the establishment that is primarily devoted to the sale of 

alcohol.  For instance, sitting in the restaurant at Chili’s is fine, as long as you 

are not sitting in the bar area.  To be safe, I wouldn’t even walk through the bar 

area. 

 
13. Any college or university facility.  However, there are exceptions to this rule.  

For instance, a student, faculty member or an employee of the facility, who 

possess a CWL, can carry a stun devise that does not fire projectile darts and 

the weapon is only for self-defense.  Chemical weapons still are prohibited. 

 
14. Inside the passenger portion of any airline terminal, and the sterile area of an 

airport (i.e., beyond the x-ray machines) 

 
15. Any other place a firearm is prohibited by Federal Law, including, any federal 

offices or buildings (i.e. post office, IRS building, Social Security Office).  This 

does not include a bank, nor does it include the “small post office” inside your 

local grocery store.    

 

So, what is not listed?   



Florida Realtors® Your Safety as a Realtor  Copyright© 2020 

17 
 

1. How about that private business that has a sign on the wall that states, “No 

Guns Allowed”?  Is it against the law to carry in those establishments?  

a. Yes, a private business has the right to refuse you access to their 

establishment based on your carrying of a firearm but cannot criminally 

charge you for the intrusion under F.S. 790.01.   

b. However, they could call the police and charge you with trespassing if 

you refused to leave or remove the firearm from the establishment. 

   

2. Churches? 

a. No laws against carrying in a church, but again, if they have an issue 

with the firearm, you could be asked to leave and must or it’s a 

trespassing crime. 

 

3. National Forests? 

a. Unlike National Parks, National Forests follow state law, so if the state 

permits CWL carry in their parks – you are good to go. 

 

4. Indian Reservations / Casinos 

a. You can’t hunt or fish on Indian land without permission from the Tribe.  

Also, no switchblades on Indian Land under Federal Law.  Otherwise, 

all state laws apply and would control what you can and can’t do on 

Tribal land.  So, technically, you could carry in a casino with a CWL 

although, again, they probably have “No Guns Allowed” signs and you 

could be subject to warnings and arrest if they discover you are carrying.  

 

5. Hospitals and Mental Facilities 

a. F.S. 394.456 states “except as authorized by law” it is a 3rd degree felony 

for any person to bring, carry, possess, or transport a “firearm or other 

dangerous weapon” upon the grounds of any hospital or mental facility. 
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b. F.S. 790.06 (12) lists all places a CWL you can’t go under the law, and 

Hospitals and mental facilities are not on that list, so you are “except as 

authorized by law”. 

 

REASONS TO CARRY / NOT CARRY 
 
In 2018, according the National Association of REALTORS® Annual Safety Report, 

while only 6% of REALTORS® surveyed were victim of crimes during the course of 

the performance of the real estate jobs, 33% at some point experienced a situation 

that made them fear they were going to be a victim.  In a job inherent with risk, Realtors 

today need to not only feel safe, but to have a way to stay safe in this turbulent world.   

 

Today, gun ownership, and gun rights are one of the biggest topics in our society.  

Depending on your personal beliefs, guns are either the cause of violence or a 

protection against violence in modern America.    

 
 
What Do The Numbers Say? 
 
Although research numbers and methodologies to collect factual numbers vary, it is 

widely accepted that the lowest number of Defensive Gun Usage (DGU) in America is 

about 100,000 times per year.  That means civilians used guns to stop violence more 

than 100,000 times per year as a crime deterrent for their safety.  

 

In 2012, there were 8,855 total firearm-related homicides in the United States, with 

6,371 of those attributed to handguns. By 2015 firearms were used to kill 13,286 

people in the United States. And, accordingly there were 39,773 homicides in 2018 

that were committed by a people using a firearms. 

 

**[Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/18/us/gun-deaths.html]  

 

[Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gun_violence_in_the_United_States]  

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/18/us/gun-deaths.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gun_violence_in_the_United_States
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Beyond the obvious safety reasons, what are the common reasons for gun ownership 

in America? 

• Recreational Shooting 

• Competitive Shooting 

• Hunting 

• Protection of Self and Family 

• Collectors 

• Exercising of Constitutional Rights 

[Source:https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/12/27/facts-about-guns-in-

united-states/] 

 
 
Reasons NOT To Carry 
 
For most of you sitting in this class, you may be undecided as to whether it is better 

to carry a firearm or not.   For those who choose not to carry, here is a list of reasons 

why someone would choose a non-lethal weapon over a firearm: 

• Aren’t prepared to use lethal force 

• Lack of time to train/become proficient 

• Religious reasons 

• Prefer other means of safety 

• Carrying is uncomfortable 

 

How/When TO Carry 

Self-defense classes can teach you many moves to protect yourself.  Instructors can 

show you how to disarm a person with a knife, or gun.  But for the untrained person, 

attempting these moves could, and probably would, have you wind up with several 

wounds or worse.  Gun ownership is NO different.   

 

For a person to carry a gun, there must be practice, practice and more practice.  

Shooting is a diminishing skill.  So, if you plan to carry you must:  Practice, Practice, 

and Practice.  

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/12/27/facts-about-guns-in-united-states/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/12/27/facts-about-guns-in-united-states/
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Any REALTOR® who chooses to carry must know that a situation arising to the level 

of needing a firearm could happen at any time, any place.  So, a firearm must be 

readily accessible.  Sorry, ladies, your purse or laptop case doesn’t qualify.  Nor does 

your briefcase.  For the gentlemen - A firearm not worn, is a firearm not usable when 

the situation calls for it.  

 

Where you carry the firearm on your body is a matter of preference.  But it must be on 

your body in an easily accessible location to be effective in deadly situations.  Most 

prefer around the waist, some on the ankle, and others still like the idea of a shoulder 

harness under the arm. 

 

ACTIVE SHOOTER 

What is an active shooter?  An active shooter is an individual actively engaged in 

killing or attempting to kill people in a confined and populated areas. In most cases, 

active shooters use firearm(s) and there is no pattern or method to their selection of 

victims.  Active shooter situations are unpredictable and evolve quickly! 

 

Recent national tragedies remind us that the risk is real: an active shooter incident 

can happen in any place at any time. The best way to stay safe is to prepare ahead 

of time and be ready.  

 

According to the Department of Homeland Security if an active shooter is in your 

vicinity you should: 

• Run 

• Hide 

• Fight 

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/active_shooter_pocket_card_508.

pdf  

 

 

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/active_shooter_pocket_card_508.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/active_shooter_pocket_card_508.pdf
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1).  Make a Plan: 

Whether out with your family, or sitting in the office, there always needs to be a plan 

on how to respond to an active shooter.  Brokers should have a plan for all agents in 

the office to follow. 

1) If you see something suspicious, say something. 

2) Know your community response plans. 

3) When you arrive, always look for the best two exits should someone start 

shooting.   

4) Always have a secondary plan of where you could hide, should escape not 

be possible 

5) Learn basic first aid skills and the use of tourniquets. 

6) Look into taking an active shooting training program. 

 

2).  During - Survive: 

1) Run and escape if possible - Your stuff is replaceable, you are not.  Help 

others evacuate if you can. 

2) If escape is not possible – hide.  Get out of the shooters line of sight. 

3) If hiding, silence all electronic devices.  Lock doors - shut off lights/close 

blinds. 

4) If hiding, hide individually – don’t hide in groups. Stay in place until police 

find you. 

5) If hiding, communicate with police silently through text messages or social 

media if possible. 

6) Call 911 when you are safe - provide as much information as possible. 

7) Warn others and prevent them from going into the area. 

 

3). During - Fight – as a last resort: 

1) Commit to your actions and be as aggressive as possible. 

2) Recruit others to fight: Use anything possible as a weapon (chairs, fire 

extinguishers, scissors, etc.). 

3) Be prepared to cause severe, lethal damage to shooter if given the chance. 
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4) Throw items to disarm or disorient shooter. 

 

4). After Incident – Be safe: 

1. Keep hands visible and empty. 

2. Know police’s first responsibility is to end the incident and they may pass up 

wounded to continue their search. 

3. Officers will be armed with rifles, pistols, tasers and pepper spray and will be 

shouting commands to you and others as they enter. 

4. Follow instructions and evacuate in the direction the police came in, unless 

otherwise instructed. 

5. Take care of yourself, then assist wounded. 

6. While you wait for first responders, provide first aid to wounded.  Apply pressure 

to wounds and apply tourniquets, only if trained to do so. 

7. Consider seeking professional help for you and your co-workers to cope with 

long term effects of surviving an active shooter incident  

 

As a REALTOR®, it’s important you have a personal safety protocol in place that you 

use every day – as your safety is a year-round concern.  Protect your life – it’s the 

only one you have. 
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RECOMMENDED READING: 

Jon H. Gutmacher, Esq. – Florida Firearms Laws, Use and Ownership 

http:www.ready.gov/active-shooter 

NAR Safety Report - Annually  

National Rifle Association - Firearms Training 
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